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MISSION STATEMENT

The Bureau ofLand Management is responsible for stewardship ofour public lands. TheBLM
is committed to manage, protect and improve these lands in a manner to serve the needs of the

American people. Management is based upon the principles ofmultiple use and sustained yield

of our nation's resources within a framework of environmental responsibility and scientific

technology. These resources include recreation, rangelands, timber, minerals, watershed, fish

and wildlife habitat, wilderness, air and scenic quality, as well as scientific and cultural values.
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BACKGROUND :

On April 2, 1997 the Nevada State BLM Director approved and signed the Nevada Wilderness

Action Plan. This Plan provides a framework of critical action items which must be accomplished

before the passage of a Nevada BLM Wilderness bill. These action items, when completed, will

ensure that the Nevada BLM is ready for the challenge and responsibility of protecting and managing

future BLM additions to the National Wilderness Preservation System.

One of the action items in the Nevada Wilderness Action Plan, Action Item I.C., required that

Wilderness Study Area (WSA) notebooks be prepared for all BLM WSAs in Nevada. The

notebooks provide BLM management with “desk reference guides” to WSAs within the State, and may

ultimately be used by members of Congress and the general public as enhanced versions of the

NEVADA BLM STATEWIDE WILDERNESS REPORT.

Printed notebooks have been prepared for the respective jurisdictions of each of the six Nevada BLM
Field Offices and for the Nevada portions of the California BLM's Eagle Lake and Surprise Field

Offices. Each notebook consists of two parts for each WSA. The first part contains a one to three

page narrative, which is simply a condensation of the WSA narrative contained in the NEVADA BLM
STATEWIDE WILDERNESS REPORT. The elements described in the WSA narratives are as

follows:

* The name, number, and acreage of the WSA
* A general location and boundary description

* A characterization of the wilderness values

* A discussion of the wilderness recommendation and rationale

* A summary of energy and mineral resource values

* A summation of issues and public interest in the WSA

The second part of each notebook incorporates a series of six maps for each WSA which display the

following Geographic Information System (GIS) themes: 1) contours, 2) counties, 3) geographic names

and features, 4) land ownership, 5) public land survey system, 6) roads, 7) water features, 8) BLM
WSA, recommended “suitable,” and “non-suitable” boundaries, 9) developments and disturbances, 10)

rights-of-way, 11) grazing allotments, 12) herd management areas, 13) federally-listed threatened and

endangered species, 14) mining claim density, 15) mining operation locations, 16) mineral potential, 17)

special-use air space, and 18) military aircraft training routes.

BLM Library
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QUALIFICATIONS :

The information displayed on the subsequent maps is intended to give the reader an overview of the

most significant physical, cultural, and resource management data available within and immediately

outside WSA boundaries. Because resource data is constantly changing and is frequently modified,

accuracy of the data only applies to this publication.

Further, the data presented is limited to that which can be characterized at the scale utilized for this

project, as it is impossible to portray all available GIS data in an 81/2" by 11" format. For example, not

all mineral potential is shown for each WSA. In many cases, only the highest mineral potential for the

most valuable mineral is indicated for a given WSA, as it would be spatially and graphically untenable,

and visually discordant to attempt to exhibit all mineral potential for all minerals present within a WSA.
Consequently, many medium and low mineral potentials for the least valuable minerals have not been

depicted on the WSA maps. Refer to the “Definitions and Explanations” section which follows for

more specific information regarding mineral potential.

Similarly, only observations of federally listed threatened and endangered species are exhibited on the

WSA maps. Proposed and candidate special status species are not shown, nor are State of Nevada

listed species.

The physical and resource management data arrayed on these maps has been collected from U.S.

Geological Survey 1:100,000 Digital Line Graph files and were digitized from 71/2 minute (1:24,000)

U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle maps. In some cases, if no WSA boundary exists on a 71/2 minute

map, linear data may be incomplete for that file or map. Some linear data, such as utility rights-of-way,

or livestock water systems or utility lines, may abruptly end on the map without extending all the way to

the map frame line.

The physical and resource management data depicted on these WSA maps portrays the most accurate

data available at the time of map preparation. Base data has been extracted from various scale base

maps and some of the data has not been field-checked or ground-proofed. As more accurate

inventory and resource management information becomes available, WSA maps will be amended or

revised.

For a comprehensive depiction of mineral potential, special status species, or for complete information

regarding any other GIS theme, please address mail to the GIS Coordinator, BLM Nevada State

Office, P.O. Box 12000, Reno, Nevada 89520-0006. You may visit the GIS Coordinator at 1340

Financial Boulevard, or you may call the Coordinator at 775-861-6400.

For information regarding a specific resource inventory or database that is not GIS related, please

contact appropriate Field Office or Field Station resource specialists. Field Offices and Field Stations

in Nevada are located in Elko, Winnemucca, Carson City, Ely, Las Vegas, Battle Mountain, Tonopah,

and Caliente. Portions of the northwest section of the State are managed by the Eagle Lake Field

Office in Susanville, California and the Surprise Field Office in Cedarville, California.





DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

ALLOTMENT - An area of land designated and managed for the grazing of livestock.

CHERRY-STEMMED ROAD - A road that is completely enclosed on both sides by a

Wilderness Study Area boundary. The Wilderness Study Area boundary is the edge of the

right-of-way if a right-of-way has been granted, or the edge of disturbance if no right-of-way

has been issued. Cherry-stemmed roads appear as red and black dashed lines within WSA
boundaries on the “WSA Boundaries and Land Ownership” maps. Cherry-stemmed ways,

trails, and washes appear as black dashed lines within WSA boundaries on the “WSA
Boundaries and Land Ownership” maps. In some instances, these black dashed lines may

appear to be a solid line at the page size scale.

DEVELOPMENT - For purposes of this document, any structure, facility, or

enhancement constructed and located on public lands. These include but are not limited to,

developed springs, fences, wildlife guzzlers, stock ponds, gabions.

DISTURBANCE - For purposes of this document, a disruption of the soil or vegetation within

a Wilderness Study Area necessitating recontouring of the topography, replacement of topsoil,

and/or restoration of native plant cover. These include but are not limited to, mines, material

sites, ditches, roads, excavated trash dumps.

HERD MANAGEMENT AREA (HMA) — A geographic area identified as having

been used by a herd as its habitat on the date of passage of the Wild Horse and Burro Act of

1971 that has been established for the maintenance of wild horse and burro herds.

INSTANT STUDY AREA (ISA) — Any of eleven natural areas formally identified by the

Nevada BLM through a final action published in the Federal Register before November 1,

1975. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA, Public Law 94-579,

90 Stat. 2743, 43 USC 1701) required an accelerated wilderness review of these areas which,

for all intents and purposes, are Wilderness Study Areas.

MILITARY TRAINING ROUTE - A route established to accommodate low-altitude

military training operations of aircraft that permits speeds in excess of 250 knots indicated air

speed below 10,000 feet mean sea level (MSL). Some segments may extend above 10,000

feet MSL due to terrain or other requirements.





MINERAL POTENTIAL — A prediction of the likelihood of the occurrence of a solid,

liquid, or gaseous mineral resource within a Wilderness Study Area expressed in terms of

"high," "medium," or "low" potential.

The mineral potential information portrayed on the WSA maps is taken from U.S. Geological

Survey (USGS) Bulletins prepared in conjunction with the U.S. Bureau of Mines to study the

mineral potential of Wilderness Study Areas in Nevada. The USGS and Bureau of Mines

conducted mineral surveys on areas approximating recommended “suitable” portions of WSAs
to determine the mineral values, if any, that may be present. The recommended “nonsuitable”

portions of WSAs within WSAs containing recommended “suitable” portions were not

surveyed, nor were literature searches conducted on the “nonsuitable” portions of these WSAs.

The mineral potential for WSAs that were wholly recommended “nonsuitable” was not studied

by the USGS and Bureau of Mines. However, wholly recommended “nonsuitable” WSAs
were assessed based on a literature search and, where applicable, on discussions with private

industry.

Some inconsistencies may be noted between the discussion of mineral potential in the WSA
narratives and the mineral potential displayed on the WSA maps. These inconsistencies are

attributable to the fact that the BLM’s Geology, Energy, and Minerals (GEM) Reports, which

were prepared in the early 1980s, were the primary source of mineral information for the WSA
narratives. The GEM Reports predated the Bureau of Mines and U.S. Geological Survey

Bulletins, which were prepared as late as 1990, and were the only sources of data utilized in the

preparation of WSA maps. Thus, due to the availability of new mineral information, advances

in technology, and the refinement of predictive models between 1980 and 1990, some

differences may be noted between the WSA narratives and the WSA maps.

The Bureau of Mines and USGS Bulletins were prepared utilizing the best information available.

The “best information available” was characterized in the Survey Bulletins as “Levels of

Certainty” which ranged from “Available information (A - is not adequate for determination of)

(B - only suggests) (C - gives a good indication of) (D - clearly defines) the level of mineral

resource potential.” “Levels of Certainty” are not displayed on the WSA maps for the minerals

present within each WSA due to spatial and graphic limitations.

In some cases, the boundaries of the mineral potential do not coincide precisely with the

boundaries of the Wilderness Study Areas because Bureau of Mines and USGS report

boundaries were digitized at a different scale compared with the WSA boundaries, and WSA
boundaries had not been finalized at the time the mineral reports were published. Furthermore,

in some areas of the state where WSAs are clustered and two or more WSAs are separated

only by a road, a reader interested in a given WSA may have to refer to the “Mineral Potential”

maps of adjacent WSAs for a more comprehensive display of the mineral potential within the

WSA of interest. That is to say, larger mineral groupings identified on the “Mineral Potential”

maps of adjoining WSAs may extend into the WSA of interest but may not be exhibited in the

legend of the WSA of interest.





MINING CLAIM - The mining claims identified on the “Mining Claim Density and

Operations” WSA map are the total number of “active” mining claims and sites within and

adjacent to each WSA as of the date specified on the WSA map. “Active” mining claims and

sites are defined as “claims and sites for which all required fees and filings have been timely

submitted in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.” The mining claim density

symbol depicted on the WSA map gives a representation of the number of claims and sites

within a section of land. It does not necessarily indicate that mining claims and sites are located

wholly within WSA boundaries.

MINING OPERATION - A mining claim activity for which a 3809 Mining Notice or Plan of

Operation or a 3802 Plan of Operation has been filed with the Bureau of Land Management.

Mining operations shown on the “Mining Claim Density and Operations” WSA map, which

have no corresponding mining claim beneath them, can be attributed to one or more reasons.

First, the information came from two separate and distinct databases that may not have been

completely reconciled, one with the other. Second, mining law states that a description of

location need only be sufficient for a person to find a claim on the ground. Sometimes the

description of location is only the “best guess” of the claimant or the operator as to where the

claim is actually located rather than a legally described location. Third, discrepancies may be

due to data entry errors.

It is not always necessary to possess a mining claim in order to conduct a mining operation.

For example, failure to pay necessary fees and filings in a timely manner will result in mining

claim termination. However, the associated mining operation may not terminate with the claim.

RECOMMENDED NON-SUITABLE — All or a portion of a Wilderness Study Area

that the President has recommended to the United States Congress as not appropriate and not

acceptable for preservation and designation as wilderness based on an analysis of the existing

and potential uses of the land.

RECOMMENDED SUITABLE ~ All or a portion of a Wilderness Study Area that the

President has recommended to the United States Congress as appropriate and acceptable for

preservation and designation as wilderness based on an analysis of the existing and potential

uses of the land.

RIGHT-OF-WAY ~ An authorization to use or occupy public lands pursuant to the issuance of

a right-of-way grant. A right-of-way grant authorizes use over, upon, under or through public

lands for construction, operation, maintenance and termination of a project. Right-of-way

grants may be issued for, but are not limited to, such uses as roads, trails, reservoirs, canals,

ditches, pipelines, transmission lines, railroads, and communication sites. These more common
types of right-of-way grants are specifically identified on the “Rights-of-Way” WSA map. Less

common types of right-of-way grants, for such uses as weather stations, stock driveways, etc.,





have not been shown on the WSA maps.

ROAD - For purposes of the wilderness review program, a route that has been improved and

maintained by mechanical means to ensure relatively regular and continuous use. "Improved

and maintained" means physical actions taken by man to keep the road open to vehicular traffic.

"Improved" does not necessarily mean formal construction. "Maintained" does not necessarily

mean annual maintenance. "Mechanical means" is the use of hand or power machinery or tools.

"Relatively regular and continuous use" means vehicular use which has occurred and will

continue to occur on a relatively regular basis.

SPECIAL USE AIRSPACE - Consists of airspace wherein activity must be confined

because of its nature and/or wherein limitation may be imposed upon aircraft operations. The

purpose of a special use airspace is to identify for other airspace users where military activity

occurs, segregate that activity from other users to enhance safety, and allow charting to keep

airspace users informed of activity within the special use airspace.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED (T&E) - The words "threatened" and

"endangered" are used in this document to describe Federal listings authorized by the

Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended. "Threatened" means any species which is likely

to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant

portion of its range. "Endangered" means any species which is in danger of extinction

throughout all or a significant portion of its range. Only Federally listed threatened and

endangered species are shown on the WSA maps. Points on the map represent observation

records or museum collections only and do not indicate extent of habitat or species distribution.

TRAIL — A pathway usually created and maintained by human foot traffic, beasts-of-burden,

livestock, or wildlife. Trails are not shown on WSA maps but are mentioned in some WSA
narrative texts.

WAY - A track or route within a Wilderness Study Area maintained solely by the

passage of vehicles which has not been improved and/or maintained by mechanical means to

ensure relatively regular and continuous use. Ways were identified during the intensive

inventory phase of the Wilderness Review Process. Although mentioned in some WSA
narrative texts, ways are not shown on WSA maps.

WILDERNESS STUDY AREA (WSA) - A roadless area or island that has been

inventoried and found to possess wilderness characteristics as described in Section 603 of the

Federal Land Policy and Management Act and Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964.

Private and other agency inholdings within Wilderness Study Area boundaries are officially,

legally, and technically not part of the Wilderness Study Area. Some private and other agency

inholdings are not shown with the Wilderness Study Area boundary symbol around them.
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CLAN ALPINE MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1. THE STUDY AREA - 196.128 acres

The Clan Alpine Mountains WSA (NV-030-102) is located in Churchill County in west central Nevada.

The WSA includes 196,128 acres of BLM lands. Although private lands form a portion of the WSA
boundary, there are no private inholdings. The WSA is bounded by County Road 376, private lands

and roads on the east, and a road and section lines on the north. Three roads and a power line

comprise the southern boundary while a combination of section lines and dirt roads form the boundary

on the west.

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 68,458 acres recommended for wilderness

127,670 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The 68,458 acres recommended for wilderness designation lie in the heart of the Clan Alpine

Mountains WSA. They include Mount Augusta, the highest peak in the range, as well as several

smaller peaks. Also included are several twisting, deeply dissected canyons, all of which provide an

ideal environment for a variety of recreational activities. Horse Creek and Cherry Creek contain trout

fisheries, an added bonus since fishable streams are so rare in this portion of Nevada. Deep Canyon
is noted for its huge rock formations, spires and hoodoos. A variety of wildlife, including mule deer,

mountain lions, desert bighorn sheep, sage grouse and raptors, such as golden eagles and prairie

falcons, may be seen in the WSA.

Wilderness designation would protect a large portion of the WSA's most significant wilderness values,

while minimizing the conflicts with other resources. Although the potential for undiscovered gold and
silver resources is high in the lower Florence and upper Starr Canyon areas, the mineral and energy

potential in the majority of the area is considered only moderate. The wilderness values in this area

are of extremely high quality and outweigh the mineral values which would be foregone as a result of

designation. The area recommended suitable is manageable as wilderness due to its extreme

ruggedness, lack of major intrusions and absence of complicating factors such as private inholdings or

known mineral reserves.

Those areas of the WSA not recommended for wilderness occur in the northern half of the WSA or

along the periphery of the area. These have been excluded for several reasons, including low to

moderate wilderness values, mineral and woodland product resource values, and manageability

problems.

3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A. Naturalness : The majority of the Clan Alpine Mountains WSA is in an essentially natural condition.

The area is generally quite rugged and ranges from an elevation of approximately 3,600 feet in Dixie

Valley up to 9,966 feet on the summit of Mt. Augusta. The WSA contains several peaks over 8,000

feet and numerous deeply incised canyons leading down to the valley floors on both the east and west.

Within the WSA, evidence of man's activities is minimal with the exception of ways. In an area of over

196,000 acres, man-made intrusions include thirteen developed springs, one small earthen reservoir,

one well, one pipeline three miles in length and two other pipelines each less than 200 yards in length,

two big game guzzlers and nine miles of fenceline spread among sixteen separate locations. The
impact of these intrusions is relatively insignificant in an area of this size. There are 39 miles of ways
divided among 35 separate segments within the WSA. Most of these ways are relatively short, are

found around the periphery of the study area and extend into the interior from the boundary.
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Fourteen cherrystem roads, totaling 41.3 miles, penetrate the WSA from every side except in the

extreme northeast. Only 9.7 miles of road, in four segments, penetrate the area recommended for

wilderness designation. With the exception of four short ways, the suitable portion of the unit is in an
extremely natural condition.

B. Solitude : The Clan Alpine Mountains WSA contains outstanding opportunities for solitude. The
WSA is thirty miles long and ranges from seven to fifteen miles in width. Most of the WSA is highly

dissected with over twenty named canyons and dozens of unnamed ones. In general, the area may be
characterized as rugged, mountainous and possessing excellent topographic screening. The middle

elevations of the WSA afford the best opportunities to experience a sense of seclusion and solitude due
to the deeply incised terrain and the excellent vegetative screening.

Since 1968, the Fallon Naval Air Station (NAS) has conducted air warfare training in the restricted

airspace which blankets the entire WSA. The Navy is in the process of increasing air operations over

all four WSAs in the eastern part of the District, including the Clan Alpine Mountains WSA. With an

increase in air operations, impacts upon solitude in the WSA could be severe. While it is difficult to

accurately estimate the actual impact of these operations, it must be assumed that given the frequency

of operations being considered, solitude opportunities may be diminished substantially and there could

be a negative impact to the overall wilderness quality of the WSA.

C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation : The Clan Alpine Mountains WSA has recreational

opportunities that are outstanding both from a qualitative and quantitative standpoint. These include

day hiking, backpacking, horseback riding, camping, hunting, fishing, cross-country skiing, wildlife

observation, nature study and photography. In virtually every case, the visitor would enjoy a high

quality experience.

D. Special Features : The high scenic quality of the area is considered to be a special feature. From
atop the ridgeline of the Clan Alpine Mountains, the Sierra Nevada can be seen 100 miles to the west.

The New Pass and Desatoya Ranges lie to the east in front of the Toiyabe Range, rising behind them

40 miles away. These broad vistas greatly enhance the feeling of isolation and solitude within the

WSA. There are also numerous scenic canyons, geologic formations and structures exposed along

nearly vertical fault scarps, ridges and riparian areas throughout the interior of the WSA. In particular,

the rugged aspect of Horse Creek Canyon and the strange rock hoodoos of Deep Canyon will impress

a visitor to the WSA.

The brook trout fisheries of Horse Creek and Cherry Creek are special features that are found in very

few drainages in this part of Nevada. Although both the creeks and the fish are relatively small, hiking

and fishing along those streams present an interesting challenge. Desert bighorn sheep, once native to

the range but eliminated through poaching and diseases transmitted by domestic sheep which grazed

the area until the 1940s, were successfully reintroduced into the WSA in 1986.

4. MANAGEABILITY

The portion of the WSA recommended for wilderness designation can reasonably be managed as

wilderness. It has few resource conflicts, although the presence of the non-WSA intrusion which

surrounds Railroad Ridge and a portion of Cherry Valley may result in some management difficulties

arising from ORV use on those adjacent lands. No development of energy/or mineral resources is

anticipated. There are no private land inholdings.

Those portions of the WSA not recommended for wilderness designation could be difficult to manage
as wilderness. The presence of numerous ways, and the lack of topographic relief on the flat alluvial

fans would make the control of off-road vehicle traffic in these areas extremely difficult.
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5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

The majority of the area is estimated to have a low potential for metallic mineral resources and the

entire area has a low resource potential for undiscovered oil and gas and geothermal energy. The
potential for undiscovered gold and silver resources is high in the lower Florence and upper Starr

Canyon areas, and moderate just to the south of Florence Canyon's mouth and also north of Starr

Canyon all the way to Cherry Creek. An area of moderate resource potential for undiscovered

molybdenum resources was found in the northwest near Grover Canyon and a smaller area with similar

potential was located in the east central portion of the study area. In the far northeastern part of the

area recommended suitable for wilderness designation, two zones were found to have a moderate
mineral resource potential for antimony. There is no known potential for nonmetallic mineral resources.

In the 127,670 acres not recommended for wilderness, mineral and energy resource potential varies,

with the best potential found north of Byers Canyon and along the east central range front. No active

mines are located within or adjacent to the WSA, however, exploration continues and the potential for

undiscovered metallic mineral resources is believed to be high. The remainder of the area north of

Byers Canyon is considered to have moderate favorability for mineral resource discoveries.

No geothermal deposits of any significance exist within the WSA, however, the region along the east

central range front has high prospective value. Known geothermal deposits exist just north and west of

the WSA. There are no known oil and gas deposits nor are there indications of such.

Strategic and critical minerals known to occur within the WSA include antimony, tungsten, fluorspar,

lead, mercury, copper and silver.

6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS

A total of 54 comments, which specifically mentioned the Clan Alpine Mountains WSA, were received on

the draft EIS. Thirty-eight commentors supported wilderness designation for all or part of the WSA.
Sixteen commentors supported no wilderness for the WSA.

Those favoring wilderness commented on the area's scenic quality, outstanding solitude and primitive

recreation opportunities, unique ecosystems and large size. Those opposing designation stated that the

area is roaded, lacks the requisite wilderness qualities, has no solitude due to aircraft overflights, and

has substantial mineral potential. In addition, several commentors reiterated an opposition to wilderness

in general.

The National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the

Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of the Navy, the State of Nevada and the Churchill County

Commissioners all commented on the draft EIS. The Park Service was concerned about preservation of

cultural resources. The Department of the Navy felt that wilderness designation could constrain air

warfare training activities at some future date. The Governor of Nevada's consistency review initially

opposed designation of the area as wilderness, but now the State supports the Proposed Action.

Churchill County voiced a general opposition to any wilderness designations within the county and cited

the mineral potential of the area and impacts to solitude from low flying aircraft from NAS Fallon. The
other agencies did not identify any specific jurisdictional conflicts with any of the alternatives.

Three comment letters received on the final EIS. The EPA supported the Proposed Action, stating that

it would protect water and air quality in the area. The Department of the Navy felt that certain terms in

the document required clarification. Two individuals submitted a general protest letter which stated that

the EIS violated NEPA and should be totally rewritten.
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STILLWATER RANGE WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1. THE STUDY AREA - 94.607 Acres

The Stillwater Range WSA (NV-030-104) is located in Churchill County in west central Nevada. The
WSA includes 94,607 acres of BLM lands and 619.78 acres of private inholdings within its boundaries.

The WSA is bounded by County Road 399 and section lines on the west and the Copper Kettle and
White Rock Canyon roads, as well as three miles of unnamed dirt roads, on the north. County Road
380 and private lands form the eastern boundary and on the south the boundary follows the Cox and
Silver Hill Canyon roads. The Stillwater Range WSA includes roughly the central third of the Stillwater

Mountain Range.

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness

94,607 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The recommendation for this WSA is to release all 94,607 acres for uses other than wilderness. The
recommendation to release the Stillwater Range WSA from further wilderness consideration would allow

exploration for and development of energy and mineral resources to continue. These activities have
occurred throughout the Stillwater Range since the mid-1 800's. Over 94 percent of the WSA has a
moderate or high favorability for metallic minerals and geothermal resources and this WSA has been
identified as being one of the more favorable environments for the occurrence of metallic minerals

within Region 3 of the Basin and Range Province (Great Basin G-E-M Joint Venture Report, 1983).

High and moderate potential for occurrence of a diversity of mineral resources in different parts of the

WSA combined with continuing interest in the area by mining claimants, oil and gas corporations and
geothermal developers is evidence that in the future this area could produce significant quantities of

important mineral and energy resources.

While the wilderness values described in the Section 2(c) criteria of the Wilderness Act of 1964 are

present in the WSA, these values are not of sufficient quality or quantity so as to outweigh the benefits

of other resource values and uses, particularly the potential for mineral and energy development, which

would be foregone due to wilderness designation. The WSA does not contain any single feature or

combination of features, such as vegetation, scenery, wildlife, geology and historic features, significant

enough to balance such a loss of opportunities and warrant its designation as wilderness.

3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A. Naturalness : The central mountainous portion of the WSA is in an essentially natural condition

while areas surrounding this core are more heavily impacted by human activity. Elevations in the WSA
range from about 3,400 feet in Dixie Valley to 7,615 feet at the summit of Eagle Peak. The most
interesting natural features in the WSA are associated with Hare and Mississippi Canyons in the

northeast portion of the area. Water is scarce in the WSA, and is generally found only at a few springs.

There are no perennial streams in the WSA.

Outside the central core, there are fifteen cherrystem roads totaling 27.5 miles and eleven separate

ways totaling 21.5 miles. Almost all of these roads and ways are related to mining activity. Three
miles of fenceline and one well also are located in the WSA. Old mining activity is visible in the area

surrounding Eagle Mountain, the most prominent peak in the WSA. Grandfathered mining activities

have expanded their areas of operation into the WSA in several locations, particularly around Silver Hill

and Cox, Fondaway, Alameda, Big Elk, Wood and Mill Canyons.
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B. Solitude : Opportunities for solitude vary considerably within the WSA. The alluvial fans provide no

topographic and only minimal vegetative screening. The lower reaches of the mountainous terrain

consist of moderately dissected canyons with only limited vegetative screening. The sheer number of

roads and ways, mining activity and lack of topographic and vegetative screening adversely affect

solitude opportunities. This is particularly true around Fondaway, Cox and Silver Hill Canyons and the

old Dixie townsite.

Solitude opportunities are good to excellent in the central, mountainous portion of the range, particularly

north of Fondaway Canyon where the single ridgeline to the south spreads out into a more highly

dissected configuration.

Since 1968, the Fallon Naval Air Station (NAS) has conducted air warfare training in the restricted

airspace which blankets the entire Stillwater Range WSA. Aircraft often make low level flights up the

canyons of the WSA, and this unit and the Job Peak WSA are subject to more low level tactical flights

than the other WSAs in the District. The Navy is in the process of increasing air operations over the

Stillwater Range WSA. With an increase in air operations by the Navy, impacts upon solitude in the

WSA could be severe. While it is difficult to accurately estimate the actual impact of these operations,

it must be assumed that given the frequency of operations currently being considered, solitude

opportunities may be diminished even further and there could be an additional adverse impact to the

overall wilderness quality of the WSA.

C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation : There are few points of interest to attract a visitor.

Colorful geologic formations and rugged terrain around Mississippi Canyon are probably the most

interesting features of the WSA. Although the majority of the area is essentially natural in character,

there is little that distinguishes it from numerous other Great Basin mountain ranges or which makes it

particularly unique. There are no major peaks and even the highest country in the WSA is somewhat
rolling and lacks a timber line. There are few points of interest and no features which require an

extended visit in order to see. Water is scarce and a visitor would find it difficult to avoid the impacts of

human activity should he stray from the central core of the area.

D. Special Features : The fault scarp on the east side of the WSA along the base of the mountains is

a result of the 1954 earthquake. It is easily seen and in places the earth has been displaced six to

seven feet. A few wooden buildings are still partially standing at the old mining camp site in upper

White Cloud Canyon and large stacked piles of cut cord wood intended for use in the smelters at

Coppereid, outside the WSA, can still be found in some of the side canyons north of White Cloud

Canyon. Desert bighorn sheep, once native to the range but eliminated by poaching and the transmittal

of diseases by domestic sheep which grazed the area until the 1940s, were successfully reintroduced

into the WSA in 1985.

4. MANAGEABILITY

The western side of the WSA has eight cherrystem roads and four ways crossing the alluvial fan and

providing access into the mountainous portion of the area. The northwest corner of the unit has over

seven miles of ways in less than four square miles. Almost all of these roads and ways provide access

to areas of either current or former mining activity. It would be difficult to control off-road vehicle use in

these areas. Seven roads and three ways are found on the east side of the WSA. These roads and

ways provide access to range improvements and areas of former mining activity.

In the northeast portion of the WSA, a cherrystem road around Eagle Mountain comes within a mile of

the old Dixie townsite and the Dixie Comstock Mine, effectively isolating this area from the rest of the

WSA. Along with the two ways north of this road it would be difficult to effectively manage this portion

of the unit as wilderness. Two private inholdings, totalling almost 620 acres, are located in the WSA.
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The central, mountainous part of the WSA could be effectively managed to preserve its wilderness

character. The primary difficulty to management would involve on-the-ground location of a boundary

between wilderness and nonwilderness lands.

5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

The entire WSA is considered to have moderate to high favorability for the occurrence of metallic

minerals and is believed to be one of the best "...potential areas for future metallic mineral finds of all

the WSAs studied in the Basin and Range province..." (GEM, 1983). Mineral exploration has occurred

throughout the Stillwater Range since the mid- 1800's. Geothermal and precious metal developments

are located both adjacent to, and in close proximity to, the WSA. Nonmetallic minerals within the WSA
include fluorspar, limestone, and sand and gravel. Overall, favorability for the occurrence of economic

nonmetallic mineral deposits is considered low.

Strategic and critical minerals known to occur within the WSA include tungsten, copper, lead and

fluorspar.

6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS

A total of 45 comments, which specifically mentioned the Stillwater Range WSA, were received on the

draft EIS. Twenty-four commentors supported wilderness designation for all or part of the WSA.
Twenty-one commentors supported no wilderness for the WSA.

Those favoring wilderness commented on the area's scenic quality, outstanding solitude and primitive

recreation opportunities and lack of resource conflicts in the core of the WSA. Those opposing

designation stated that the area is roaded and has been mined for over 100 years, has no solitude due
to aircraft overflights, and has high mineral potential. In addition, several commentors reiterated an

opposition to wilderness in general.

The National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

the Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of the Navy, the State of Nevada and the Churchill County

Commissioners all commented on the draft EIS. The Park Service was concerned about preservation

of cultural resources. The Department of the Navy felt that if the area was designated as wilderness,

air warfare training activities could be constrained at some future date. The Governor of Nevada's

consistency review supported the Proposed Action and concurred with the recommendation not to

designate the Stillwater Range WSA as wilderness. Churchill County voiced a general opposition to

any wilderness designations within the county and endorsed the Proposed Action, citing the high

mineral potential of the area, lack of wilderness characteristics and impacts to solitude from low flying

aircraft from NAS Fallon. The other agencies did not identify any specific jurisdictional conflicts with

any of the alternatives.

Three comment letters were received on the final EIS. The EPA made a general statement that water

and air quality would receive additional protection in those areas recommended for wilderness

designation, however, they did not make any comment regarding those areas, including the Stillwater

Range WSA, not recommended suitable. The Department of the Navy felt that certain terms in the

document required clarification. Two individuals submitted a general protest letter which stated that the

EIS violated NEPA and should be totally rewritten.
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DESATOYA MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1. THE STUDY AREA - 51.262 acres

The Desatoya Mountains WSA (NV-030-1 10/060-288) lies along the Churchill County - Lander County

line, with the majority of the WSA found in the southeast corner of Churchill County, Nevada. The
WSA includes 51 ,262 acres of BLM lands. There are 120 acres of private inholdings. The area is

bounded by the Carroll Summit Highway (Old U.S. 50) and a section line on the south, and section

lines and a short stretch of U.S. Highway 50 on the west. A powerline and three dirt roads comprise

the northern boundary, while a combination of private property lines and dirt roads form the boundary

on the east.

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 43,180 acres recommended for wilderness

8,222 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The 43,180 acres recommended for wilderness designation include all of the Desatoya Mountains WSA
except for the northeast portion of the area and a small parcel in the far southeast. Also included are

140 acres outside the WSA, the addition of which would enhance manageability of the area. Besides

being extremely scenic, the area is ecologically diverse. There are several distinct vegetative

communities and numerous riparian areas supporting complex plant and animal communities. The
landscape is extremely varied and includes steep canyon walls, cliffs, rock outcrops and a long

undulating ridgeline. A variety of animals including mountain lion, mule deer, gray fox, sage grouse,

red-tailed hawks, golden eagles, and pika can be seen in the WSA.

With the exception of a few range improvements and ways, the area, retains an extremely natural

character. Indeed, the exemplary quality of this naturalness was a key consideration in recommending
a portion of the WSA for wilderness designation. Solitude opportunities are outstanding throughout the

WSA. Recreational values are exceptional. Hiking, camping, hunting, cross-country skiing, horseback

riding, wildlife observation and photography all combine to offer some of the best primitive recreational

opportunities in central and western Nevada.

Conflicts with other resource uses are minimal. There are no identified mineral or energy resources

within the study area and no mining claims have been located. The area is manageable as wilderness

due to its extreme ruggedness, lack of major intrusions and absence of complicating factors such as

private inholdings or known mineral reserves.

Two areas on the east side of the WSA are recommended for uses other than wilderness. A 7,913

acre area was excluded from the wilderness recommendation due to a combination of resource

conflicts and only moderate wilderness values. A second parcel of 309 acres was deleted in response

to concerns raised by the State of Nevada during the Governor’s consistency review and to provide a

more logical, manageable and easily identifiable boundary.

3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A. Naturalness : The Desatoya Mountains WSA is in a natural state with little evidence of human
imprints. Most of the area is quite rugged and numerous peaks and ridges rise above 9,000 feet.

Deeply cut canyons on the west side of the WSA contain fascinating rock formations and riparian

ecological communities. Dominant vegetation types are pinyon-juniper woodland and Great Basin

sagebrush communities. No mineral or energy exploration activities have taken place within the study

area and the only man-made features found in the unit are approximately 4 miles of fenceline, 6 spring

developments, 1 watering trough and about 8 miles of ways divided among 12 separate segments.
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B. Solitude : The Desatoya Mountains WSA contains outstanding opportunities for solitude. The west

side of the WSA is characterized by deep confined canyons, many of them with steep cliffs and rock

outcrops which open into small basins at the higher elevations. Most of these canyons and many of

the basins are lined with riparian vegetation. Isolated stands of mountain mahogany combine with a

general pinyon-juniper cover on the steep hillsides to provide excellent topographic and vegetative

screening. East of the main ridgeline the topography is more rolling and not as highly dissected,

however, topographic screening is still good due to the large number of drainages in the area.

Since 1968, the Fallon Naval Air Station (NAS) has conducted air warfare training in the airspace over

the four WSAs in this part of the District. However, the WSA is situated roughly fifteen miles east of

Dixie Valley, the main corridor used by naval aircraft during their training missions. Consequently,

impacts on solitude are less than in the other three WSAs.

C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation : The Desatoya Mountains WSA has recreational

opportunities that are outstanding both from a qualitative and quantitative standpoint. These include

day hiking, backpacking, camping, hunting, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, wildlife observation

and nature study. In virtually every case, the visitor would enjoy a high quality experience.

D. Special Features : Several distinct vegetative communities are found between the base of the

range at 5400 feet and the top of Desatoya Peak at 9973 feet - sagebrush-greasewood, pinyon-

juniper, mountain mahogany, and riparian areas. Indeed, the fact that there are eleven perennial

streams and nearly a dozen intermittent ones indicates the importance of riparian areas to the overall

ecologic balance of the study area.

The area is highly scenic. Views looking outside the study area toward the Shoshone and Toiyabe

Ranges on the east and the Clan Alpine, Stillwater and Sierra Nevada Ranges on the west are

outstanding. There are numerous canyons, ridges, riparian areas and rock outcrops throughout the

interior of the WSA which are extremely scenic. Weathering of the rocks has created much of the

geologic interest and beauty found in the WSA. The Big Dens and Willow Creek areas are well known
locally for their scenic quality.

The Cold Springs Pony Express station (1860-61) is located just outside the WSA. An Overland Stage

station ruins is found on the Edwards Creek boundary road. Portions of the western and northern

boundaries of the study area follow the old Pony Express and stage routes. Woodcarvings made by

Basque sheepherders on aspen trees during the early 1900's can still be seen in several drainages.

On many small knolls throughout the area one can still find lithic scatters, evidence of use of the area

by its former Native American inhabitants. A total of 1 5 aboriginal and four historic sites have been

identified to date.

Cutthroat trout are present in Edwards and Smith Creeks, and Brook trout are found in Big Dens Creek.

Although these fish are small, their mere presence is relatively unusual in this part of Nevada. Desert

bighorn sheep were successfully reintroduced into the WSA in the summer of 1986. Approximately 1 GO-

125 wild horses are estimated to live within the study area.

4. MANAGEABILITY

There are no private lands in the part of the study area recommended suitable and no mining claims

have been located there. No development of energy or mineral resources is anticipated and

exploration for such resources is unlikely. Although the western boundary follows a legal description for

over fifteen miles, this boundary coincides closely with the topographic break between the benchland

and the mountainous portion of the unit. Access is limited and the boundary should not be difficult to

locate along the few cherrystem roads found there. The only potential management problem of
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consequence would be control of off-road vehicles along the ways and cherrystem roads of the more

open and less rugged terrain of the area’s east side. This problem would be most profound during

hunting season.

Immediately adjacent to the largest parcel of land not recommended suitable (7,913 acres) is 120 acres

of private land owned by a local rancher. It is unlikely that significant nonconforming developments

would take place on this land. With the exception of fences, a cherrystem road and a way in this area

provide access to all of the range improvements in the WSA.

5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

The area has no identified mineral resources and no tracts having high potential for undiscovered

mineral resources were delineated. A small area in the northern third of the study area has a low to

moderate potential for gold and silver resources.

In the acreage recommended for nonwildemess, metallic mineral potential is believed to be low to

moderate. Weak copper, mercury, uranium and/or zinc anomalies were identified here. There is no

potential for undiscovered resources of oil, gas, geothermal energy or sand and gravel in the study

area. No critical or strategic minerals are known to occur within the WSA.

6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIF1C PUBLIC COMMENTS

A total of 34 comments, which specifically mentioned the Desatoya Mountains WSA, were received on

the draft EIS. Twenty-nine commentors supported wilderness designation for all or part of the WSA.
Five commentors supported no wilderness for the WSA.

Those favoring wilderness mentioned the area’s unique ecosystems, high scenic quality, and

outstanding solitude and primitive recreation opportunities. Those opposing designation cited the area’s

mineral potential and stated that the area has limited solitude opportunities due to aircraft overflights.

The National Park Sen/ice, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

the Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of the Navy, the State of Nevada and the Churchill County

and Lander County Commissioners all commented on the draft EIS. The Park Service was concerned

about preservation of cultural resources. The Department of the Navy felt that wilderness designation

could constrain air warfare training activities at some future date. The Governor of Nevada’s

consistency review supported the Desatoya Mountains for wilderness designation if a slight modification

could be made in the southeast boundary. This was done and the State now supports the Proposed

Action. The Churchill County Commissioners agreed that the Desatoya Mountains have some merit as

wilderness but, due to low-level military flights and possible mineral potential, they felt it should remain

as nonwilderness. The Lander County Commissioners adopted a resolution generally opposing any

wilderness designations in the county. The other agencies did not identify any specific jurisdictional

conflicts.

Three comment letters were received on the final EIS. The EPA supported the Proposed Action. The
Department of the Navy felt that certain terms in the document required clarification. Two individuals

submitted a general protest letter which stated that the EIS violated NEPA and should be totally

rewritten.
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JOB PEAK WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1. THE STUDY AREA - 90.209 Acres

The Job Peak WSA (NV-030-127) is located in Churchill County in west central Nevada. The WSA
includes 90,209 acres of BLM lands. There are no private inholdings within its boundaries. The WSA
is bounded by County Road 399, the Mountain Well road and the West Job Canyon road on the west,

while the Poco Canyon road and four miles of unnamed dirt roads constitute the northern boundary.

County Road 380 and a portion of the Dixie Valley fault scarp form the eastern boundary. On the south

the boundary follows the Elevenmile Canyon road, the Sheep Canyon road and a fenceline connecting

these roads. The Job Peak WSA includes roughly the southern third of the Stillwater Mountain Range.

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness

90,209 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The recommendation for this WSA is to release all 90,209 acres for uses other than wilderness. The
recommendation to release the Job Peak WSA from further wilderness consideration would allow

exploration for and development of energy and mineral resources to continue. These activities have
occurred throughout the Stillwater Range since the mid- 1800's. Over 94 percent of the WSA has a

moderate favorability for metallic minerals and the potential for the discovery of geothermal resources is

considered high within 43 percent of the WSA with the remainder of the study area rated moderate in

this respect. This WSA has been identified as being one of the more favorable environments for the

occurrence of metallic minerals within Region 3 of the Basin and Range Province (Great Basin G-E-M
Joint Venture Report, 1983).

High and moderate potential for the occurrence of a diversity of mineral resources in different parts of

the WSA combined with continuing interest in the area by mining claimants is evidence that in the

future this area could produce significant quantities of important mineral resources.

While the wilderness values described in the Section 2(c) criteria of the Wilderness Act of 1964 are

present in the WSA, these values are not of sufficient quality or quantity so as to outweigh the benefits

of other resource values and uses, particularly the potential for mineral and energy development, which

would be foregone due to wilderness designation. The WSA does not contain any single feature or

combination of features, such as vegetation, scenery, wildlife, geology and historic features, significant

enough to balance such a loss of opportunities and warrant its designation as wilderness.

3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A. Naturalness : On the east side of the main ridgeline the WSA remains in an essentially natural

condition, both in the mountains and the alluvial fan, while the remainder of the study area is more
heavily impacted by human activity. Elevations in the WSA range from about 3600 feet in Dixie Valley

to 8785 feet at the summit of Job Peak, the highest peak in the Stillwater Range. The most interesting

natural features in the WSA are associated with the rugged canyons in the northeast portion of the area

stretching from Coyote to Little Box Canyon. There are no perennial streams in the WSA, however,

small pockets of riparian vegetation can be found along intermittent streams in several eastside

canyons and around springs.

The northwest portion of the unit contains a substantial number of human imprints. These include parts

of five cherrystem roads totaling 11.8 miles, seven miles of pipeline, six miles of fenceline, seven miles

of ways, two borrow pits, three cabins, and a small area of historic mining activity. The southwest part

of the WSA contains five miles of cherrystem roads, a two mile pipeline, a one-half mile long way, a
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cabin and corral, and almost two dozen small spring developments. Another 4.5 miles of cherrystem

roads and 3.5 miles of ways are scattered throughout the remainder of the unit as are another three

dozen spring developments.

Although the area east of the main ridgeline is in the most natural condition, it is not without evidence

of human imprint. There is a 3.8 mile cherrystem road in East Lee Canyon and ways lead up both

Cain Spring and Coyote Canyons. There is a small cabin and the remains of an old mercury retort.

Roughly two dozen small spring developments are found in the mountainous portion of the area.

B. Solitude : Opportunities for solitude vary considerably within the WSA. Although the size of the

area is conducive to outstanding solitude opportunities, topographic and vegetative screening over

much of the unit is poor. Only on the east side of the main ridgeline between the northern boundary,

west of the Dixie Valley fault scarp and north of East Lee Canyon, does one find good to excellent

natural screening and a number of spots in which a visitor can seclude himself from other

recreationists. West of the main ridgeline, opportunities are fair to good due to the relatively rugged

landscape, but vegetative screening is minimal south of East Lee Canyon and along the alluvial fan.

Since 1968, the Fallon Naval Air Station (NAS) has conducted air warfare training in the Military

Operating Area and restricted airspace which blankets the entire Job Peak WSA. Aircraft often make
low level flights up the canyons of the WSA, and this unit and the Stillwater Range WSA are subject to

more low level tactical flights than the other WSAs in the District. The Navy is in the process of

increasing air operations over the Job Peak WSA and, in addition, has proposed withdrawing 23, 320
acres in the southeast quarter of the WSA as part of its Master Land Withdrawal for this area. With an

increase in air operations, impacts upon solitude in the WSA could be severe. While it is difficult to

accurately estimate the actual impact of these operations, it must be assumed that given the frequency

of operations currently being considered, solitude opportunities may be diminished even further and

there could be an additional adverse impact to the overall wilderness quality of the WSA.

C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation : The primary points of interest to a visitor and best

opportunities for hiking and camping are clustered in the northeast portion of the unit. Canyons in this

area are scenic and sightseeing is good to excellent. A visitor would find it difficult to avoid the impacts

of human activity should he stray from this area however. There is little in the remainder of the WSA
that distinguishes it from numerous other Great Basin mountain ranges or which makes it particularly

unique. Horseback riding is possible throughout much of the WSA, although the most scenic areas are

generally inaccessible for this activity due to the rugged topography.

D. Special Features : The fault scarp on the east side of the WSA along the base of the mountains is

a result of the 1954 earthquake. It is easily seen and in places the earth has been displaced six to

seven feet. Remains of an old mercury retort about one-half mile west of the mouth of Coyote Canyon
may be of interest to visitors to the area. Desert bighorn sheep, once native to the range but

eliminated through poaching and diseases transmitted by domestic sheep which grazed the area until

the 1940s, were successfully reintroduced into the WSA in 1981.

4. MANAGEABILITY

The western side of the WSA has seven cherrystem roads and five ways crossing the alluvial fan and

providing access into the mountainous portion of the area. Alluvial fans of the WSA, particularly on the

east side, are easily accessible to cross-country vehicle travel and it would be difficult to control such

use in these areas. Two roads penetrate deeply into the southeast portion of the WSA.

No private inholdings exist in the study area. It is uncertain what the impacts upon manageability of the

area would be should Congress approve the withdrawal of 23,320 acres in the southeast quarter of the
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WSA by the Fallon Naval Air Station.

The northeastern mountainous part of the WSA could be effectively managed to preserve its wilderness

character. The primary difficulty to management would involve on-the-ground location of a boundary

between wilderness and nonwilderness lands.

5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

Approximately 95 percent of the WSA is considered to have moderate favorability for the occurrence of

metallic minerals and believed to be one the best "...potential areas for future metallic mineral finds of

all the WSAs studied in the Basin and Range province..." (GEM, 1983). Mineral exploration has

occurred throughout the Stillwater Range since the mid- 1800's. Exploration for geothermal resources

within the WSA has been active in the past, and although the results have been disappointing the

range front areas of the WSA have been rated as highly favorable for the occurrence of geothermal

resources. The interior areas are rated as moderate. No strategic or critical minerals are known to

occur within the WSA.

6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBUC COMMENTS

A total of 39 comments, which specifically mentioned the Job Peak WSA, were received on the draft

EIS. Twenty-five commentors supported wilderness designation for all or part of the WSA. Fourteen

commentors supported no wilderness for the WSA.

Those favoring wilderness commented on the area's steep box canyons, scenic quality, outstanding

solitude and primitive recreation opportunities. Those opposing designation stated that the area is

heavily roaded, has no solitude due to U.S. Navy air operations in the area and has high mineral

potential. In addition, several commentors reiterated an opposition to wilderness in general.

The National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the

Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of the Navy, the State of Nevada and the Churchill County

Commissioners all commented on the draft EIS. The Park Service was concerned about preservation

of cultural resources. The Department of the Navy felt that if the area was designated as wilderness,

air warfare training activities could be constrained at some future date. The Governor of Nevada's

consistency review supported the Proposed Action and concurred with the recommendation not to

designate the Job Peak WSA as wilderness. Churchill County voiced a general opposition to any

wilderness designations within the county and endorsed the Proposed Action, citing the high mineral

potential of the area, lack of wilderness characteristics and impacts to solitude from low flying aircraft

from NAS Fallon. The other agencies did not identify any specific jurisdictional conflicts with any of the

alternatives.

Three comment letters were received on the final EIS. The EPA made a general statement that water

and air quality would receive additional protection in those areas recommended for wilderness

designation, however, EPA did not make any comment regarding those areas, including the Job Peak
WSA, not recommended for wilderness. The Department of the Navy felt that certain terms in the

document required clarification. Two individuals submitted a general protest letter which stated that the

EIS violated NEPA and should be totally rewritten.
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GABBS VALLEY RANGE WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1. THE STUDY AREA - 79.600 Acres

The Gabbs Valley Range WSA (NV-030-407) is located in Mineral County, 30 miles east of Hawthorne,

Nevada. The WSA contains 79,600 acres of BLM lands and one 40 acre private inholding. Three other

private parcels are nearly surrounded by the WSA and were excluded (cherrystemmed) from the WSA.
The WSA is bounded on the northwest by roads and mining disturbance around Poinsettia Spring Mine,

and on the northeast side by a combination of the main Finger Rock Wash Road, lesser roads, mining

disturbance near roads, and by a private property boundary. The remaining boundary around the

southern end of the unit is comprised of a combination of State Highway 23, the main road in Petrified

Wash, lesser roads, mining disturbances and private property boundaries. The WSA is approximately

16 miles in length from north to south and varies in width from 3 to 15 miles east to west.

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness

79,600 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The recommendation for this WSA is to release all 79,600 acres for uses other than wilderness. The
recommendation to release the Gabbs Valley Range WSA from further wilderness consideration would

allow for exploration and development of mineral resources to continue, particularly in the southern third

and northwest portion of the area where there is a moderate to high potential for the occurrence of

metallic minerals. In addition, approximately 1,400 acres in the vicinity of Redrock Canyon would be

available for firewood cutting.

The high and moderate potential for the occurrence of mineral resources in different parts of the WSA,
combined with continuing interest in the area by mining claimants, is evidence that in the future this

area could produce significant quantities of mineral resources.

While the wilderness values described in the Section 2(c) criteria of the Wilderness Act of 1964 are

present, these values are not of sufficient quality or quantity so as to outweigh the benefits of other

resource values and uses, particularly the potential for mineral development, which would be foregone

due to wilderness designation. The WSA does not contain any single feature or combination of

features, such as vegetation, scenery, wildlife, geology and historic features, significant enough to

balance such a loss of opportunities and warrant its designation as wilderness.

3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A. Naturalness : The Gabbs Valley Range WSA is predominantly natural with the majority of human
imprints located around the periphery and near the approximately 10 miles of cherrystemmed roads

that penetrate the unit. The majority of man's imprints, associated with past and recent mining activity

and access routes, were excluded from the WSA during the wilderness inventory process. Several

vehicle ways, approximately 22 miles in total, penetrate the WSA. Most of the isolated springs in the

area have been developed for grazing and wild horse management.

B. Solitude : The large size of the unit is conducive to outstanding opportunities for solitude. The
opportunity for solitude is excellent in the center of the unit around Red Rock Canyon due to the

presence of ridges and pinyon-juniper that isolate the visitor from the human developments found

around the edge of the unit.

C. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation : Travel by foot and horseback is fairly easy throughout the

area without the need for constructed trails. Access to any part of the WSA is good, but there are few
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points of interest to attract a visitor. The far southern end contains interesting badland scenery located

adjacent to mining activity. The drainages on the north side of Mt. Ferguson and Petrified Wash on the

south, would provide the most interesting access to the highest point of the unit. Scenic quality is not

outstanding, but is most pleasing in the basin of Redrock Canyon. There is little in the remainder of the

WSA that distinguishes it from numerous other Great Basin mountain ranges, or which makes it

particularly unique. Elements of challenge are associated with the typical Great Basin climate (i.e. hot,

dry summers, cold winters), the rugged terrain and the relatively limited amount of water found in the

area. Hunting and trapping occur in the area.

D. Special Features : An estimated 200 wild horses inhabit most of the study area, which adds an

element of interest.

4. MANAGEABILITY

The Gabbs Valley Range WSA could be managed in order to preserve its wilderness character, but

there would be some difficulties in doing so. The public has for years been using more than a dozen

vehicle ways which would be closed if the area were designated wilderness. In addition, off-road

vehicle travel is easy in much of the area. There are many points around the perimeter where off-road

vehicles could enter the area if the main access ways were closed.

5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

Approximately 27 percent of the WSA is considered to have moderate to high favorability for the

occurrence of metallic minerals. The occurrence of intrusive bodies in probable contact with favorable

host rocks, adjacent known mineralization, and exploration interest in the area is the basis for this

rating. The entire WSA has moderate to low favorability for the occurrence of non-metallic minerals

(primarily diatomite and sand/gravel deposits). It also has a moderate to low favorability for geothermal

resources.

The WSA has a low favorability for uranium deposits and it is not considered favorable for the discovery

of oil or gas. The possibility exists for the occurrence of two Strategic or Critical Minerals, copper and

tungsten.

6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBUC COMMENTS

A total of 37 comments, which specifically mentioned the Gabbs Valley Range WSA, were received

during public review of the Draft Walker RMP/EIS. Nineteen commentors supported wilderness

designation for all or part of the WSA. Eighteen commentors supported no wilderness.

Those favoring wilderness stated that wilderness values in the area deserving protection. Those
opposing designation cited the presence of roads, private inholdings, extensive mineral values and

activity, and a lack of genuine wilderness values in the area.

The U.S. Air Force and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service commented in favor of wilderness

designation. The Air Force stated that areas of sparse population that are appropriate for overflights are

becoming rare. The Fish and Wildlife Service expressed the need to preserve wildlife habitat from the

effects of mining. The State of Nevada, through the Governor's Consistency Review process, opposed

wilderness designation because the area is highly mineralized. Several other federal agencies

including the National Park Service, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the Department of Energy,

and the Bureau of Reclamation commented on the Draft RMP/EIS. These agencies did not identify any

specific conflicts.
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BURBANK CANYONS WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1. THE STUDY AREA - 13,395 acres

The Burbank Canyons WSA (NV-030-525a) is located primarily in Douglas County, Nevada, five miles

northwest of Wellington and 15 miles southeast of Gardnerville, Nevada. Approximately 1,065 acres

along the eastern edge of the study area are located in Lyon County, Nevada. Boundaries of the study

area coincide with roads and private property boundaries in Red Canyon on the north, along the foot of

the Pine Nut Mountains on the east, in Rickey and Wedertz Canyons on the south, and along the ridge

of Bald Mountain on the west.

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE - 0 acres recommended for wilderness

13,395 acres recommended for nonwilderness

The recommendation for this WSA is to release all 13,395 acres for uses other than wilderness.

Although the area would not be protected as wilderness, all practical means to avoid or minimize

environmental impacts would still be utilized. This includes land use planning decisions to close the

area to off-road motor vehicles and to manage the area to protect scenic values. Discretionary actions

which would significantly detract from the area's scenic quality would not be allowed The
recommendation to release the Burbank Canyons WSA from further wilderness consideration would

allow for exploration and development of mineral resources around areas of historic mining interest,

and still allow for management of recreation and scenic values for both non-vehicle and vehicle oriented

recreation uses.

The Burbank Canyons WSA consists of three deep, scenic canyons with scattered riparian areas. Red
Canyon, on the north side of the unit, contains a small perennial stream and trout fishery which is

readily accessible by vehicle on the boundary road. The area has historically attracted both wilderness

and non-wilderness types of recreation use. The recommendation to release this area from further

wilderness consideration will allow more flexibility for the Bureau to manage these lands for both vehicle

and non-vehicle recreation activities as well as other uses.

Although the development and extraction of mineral resources in the WSA would cause the loss of

wilderness values, it is anticipated that this would occur mainly in the northwest portion of the area,

around existing historic mining activity. The majority of the WSA is expected to remain in a natural

condition.

3. WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A. Naturalness : The Burbank Canyons WSA is predominantly natural with human imprints around all

sides adjacent to the boundaries. The heart of the area, including Burbank Canyon, is entirely natural

without any lasting human imprints. Sagebrush, pinyon pine, and juniper are abundant throughout the

WSA. Riparian vegetation occupies about 300 acres of the WSA and is important wildlife habitat.

Burbank and Red Canyons contain small perennial streams. The appearance of naturalness in Red
Canyon along the northern WSA boundary is affected by the presence of a boundary road and
associated vehicular traffic near the stream. Along the eastern boundary, one patented 20-acre mining

claim has several cabins and shows obvious evidence of mining activity. The parcel is cherry-

stemmed, but still surrounded by the WSA. A 40-acre patented mining claim and adjacent disturbed

ground along the southern border also are surrounded by the WSA. Along the western border of the

WSA, mining disturbances associated with the Premier Mine and Longfellow Mine have impacted the

apparent naturalness of the area. In all, about 3,000 acres are impacted visually by these intrusions.

1





B. Solitude : Opportunities for solitude vary within the WSA. Topographic screening by surrounding

ridges creates an excellent opportunity for solitude in the center of the unit in Burbank Canyon itself.

The opportunity to provide solitude for many people at one time is limited by the canyon’s small size

and narrow configuration. Vegetative screening is good on the canyon floors, however it is sparse on

the hillsides.

C. Primitive and llnconfined Recreation : Opportunities for wilderness recreation include hiking,

backpacking, horseback riding, camping, hunting and sightseeing. The main opportunity for these

activities is in the Burbank Canyon drainage in the middle of the WSA. The trip up to the head of

Burbank Canyon and back can be accomplished in a day. Overnight camping is not necessary to

experience the area’s wilderness and scenic qualities. Elsewhere in the area away from Burbank

Canyon, wilderness activities are influenced by the presence of roads, mining activity and attendant

motor vehicle use. The high scenic quality in the area enhances the recreational experience.

D. Special Features : The area is highly scenic. The combination of steep and rugged ridges and
canyon slopes above narrow riparian canyon bottoms presents a visually appealing landscape. Isolated

areas of riparian vegetation add to the area’s natural diversity and importance to wildlife.

4. MANAGEABILITY

There are no special circumstances which would make the Burbank Canyons WSA particularly difficult

to manage as wilderness. Most of the terrain in the area is not suitable for driving off roads.

5. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

Approximately 1400 acres along the eastern side of the WSA are highly favorable for the occurrence of

geothermal resources. The Bureau is not likely to allow geothermal development in the area however,

because such development would conflict with scenic values and development could be accommodated
outside the WSA.

There also is a high favorability for the occurrence of metallic minerals in the northwestern 2,200 acres

of the WSA. About 1 ,300 acres west of Eagle Mountain have a bw favorability for metallic minerals.

The remainder of the area is moderately favorable for the occurrence of metallic minerals. The WSA
contains several mines and prospects within or adjacent to the boundaries. Although most of the

mineral deposits discovered so far in the Red Canyon mining district have been relatively small, many
have been of high grade. Two gold claims have been patented. Six of the metals known to occur in or

very near the WSA are classed as strategic and/or critical metals: silver, copper, lead, and tungsten

(strategic metals); and zinc and antimony (strategic and critical metals).

6. SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIF1C PUBLIC COMMENTS

A total of 37 comments specifically addressing this WSA were received during public review of the

Draft Walker RMP/EIS. Nineteen commentors supported wilderness designation for all or part of the
WSA. Eighteen commentors supported no wilderness for the WSA.

Those favoring wilderness commented on the favorable wilderness values in the area, the need for

more wilderness in Nevada, particularly near urban areas such as Carson City and Reno, and the need
to protect riparian habitat. One stated that scenic area designatbn would not provide strong enough
protectbn. One comment stated that the area is definitely large enough to be managed as wilderness.

Another commented that the mining in the area did not degrade the area. One comment wondered
why the partial wilderness alternative was not selected, since it would pose few conflicts with mineral

2





why the partial wilderness alternative was not selected, since it would pose few conflicts with mineral

resource development One observed that most of the area is inaccessible to off-road vehicles.

Those opposing designation were concerned that wilderness would preclude development of an

extremely attractive mineral resource, that too much wilderness has already been withdrawn from

mineral entry, and that the roads, inholdings, and mining activity make the area unsuitable for

wilderness.

The Department of Air Force and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service expressed support for wilderness

designation in order to limit human habitation and to protect riparian and fishery habitat from the

impacts of mining. The State of Nevada through the Governor's Consistency Review process opposed

wilderness designation because of private inholdings and extensive mining activity. The other agencies

did not identify any specific jurisdictional conflicts with any of the alternatives. The Environmental

Protection Agency commented that the rationale for recommending no wilderness needed clarification.
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